Program ~ Barynya Balalaika Duo
Mikhail Smirnov – guitar, vocals
Elina Karokhina – prima balalaika
The program of Barynya Balalaika Duo consists of classical, Russian, Jewish, Gypsy, Ukrainian, and international music performed on Russian button accordion, guitar and balalaika, as well as vocals.
Barynya Balalaika Duo is led by conservatory-trained balalaika virtuoso Elina Karokhina, born in Leningrad (now Saint Petersburg), Russia.  Elina began her formal training at the Mussorgsky Music College of St. Petersburg and continued her training at N.A. Rimsky-Korsakov Saint Petersburg State Conservatory, earning a degree as an Orchestra Soloist. She continued her training at the Conservatory, which included a brief residency in Germany. Afterwards, she returned to her native St. Petersburg and completed her education, earning a Doctor of Musical Art degree on Balalaika. Following her graduation, she began working as a musician both as a teacher and performer, teaching balalaika. Ms. Karokhina served in the Russian Army in the Military Ensemble in the Northwest Order of Red Stars. As a balalaika soloist, she has toured all over the world.  Most recently Ms. Karokhina performed six concerts at Carnegie Hall in New York City on May 23rd, 24th, and 27th, 2016 as a soloist of "The Orchestra Rocks" production. 

Mikhail Smirnov was born in Moscow, Russia. He has been in the business of Russian folk dance and music for more than 25 years. Mikhail is artistic director and founder of the ensemble Barynya based in New York City, as well as the author of many articles about traditional Russian dance, music and instruments in English and Russian. Mikhail received his Master's degree from the Moscow State University of Culture and Arts. As a child, he was a member of the famous "Moscow Boys Chorus", one of the most prestigious all-male choirs in Russia. Before coming to the United States in 1991, Mikhail was a soloist in a several Russian folk dance and music groups including the Moscow State Center for Russian song, "Russkaya Pesnya", under the direction of Nadezhda Babkina. In 2009 Mr. Smirnov and the dancers of Barynya were featured on national TV, NBC's "Superstars of Dance", a breathtaking international dance competition led by executive producers Nigel Lythgoe and Simon Fuller (American Idol, So You Think You Can Dance). This prestigious dance competition was hosted by Michael Flatley ("Lord of the Dance") and Susie Castillo, a former Miss USA. Mr. Smirnov was one of eight judges to decide which country will win, and the show premiered on NBC network.

  Mikhail Smirnov and Elina Karokhina performed at Carnegie Hall in New York City as a part of the Moscow Gypsy Army, representing the rich culture of Russian Gypsies (Tsygane) on September 29th, 2016.
Sampling of Music and Songs
Classical music:

 Sabre Dance from Gayane by Aram Khachaturian

 The Hungarian Dance Number 5 (German: Ungarische Tänze) by Johannes Brahms

 Csárdás by Vittorio Monti

 Paganini's Caprice No. 24

Rondo Alla Turca (Turkish March) by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

 Polonaise No. 13 in A minor, "Pozegnanie Ojczyzny" (Farewell to the Fatherland) by Michał Ogiński

 Libertango by Astor Piazzolla

 J.S. Bach - Suite No. 2 - Badinerie (Joke)

 Waltz for Jazz Orchestra No. 2 by Dmitri Shostakovich

 Waltz "Babochka" by V. Andreev

 Ave Maria by Gounod

 Variations on a Theme of Corelli in the Style of Tartini. Composer - Kreisler, Fritz. 

International and popular music:

Dr. Zhivago's Somewhere, My Love (Lara's Theme)

 Memory from Cats musical

 Tango Jalousie

 Yesterday by The Beatles

 La Kum Parsita by Jacob Gade

 Besa Me Mucho

Michelle by The Beatles

Time To Say Goodbye by Bochelli
Jewish music:

Bublichki (Bagels)

"If I were a Rich Man" from "The Fiddler On The Roof" musical

 Jewish Medley

 "Tum Balalaika"

 "Fiddler On The Roof" Medley

 Blue scarf 
Hava Nagila

Gypsy:

 "Kai One"

 "Shatritsa"

 "Dark Eyes"

 "Those Were The Days"

 "Mato"

 "Two Guitars"

 "Gypsy Vengerka"

 "The Gypsy Trail" 
 "Propil Styopa"

 "Nane Tsokha"

 "Mardjandja"

 "Leila Pala Tute"

Russian

Moscow Nights

Katyusha

Russian Waltz from movie Eugeny Onegin

Pidmanula

Troika

Peddlers

The Moon is Shining

Lezginka

Felt Boots (Valenki)

Kalinka 

Volga Boatmen

Karapet

Yablochko

Lonely Accordion

Ural Mountain Dance

Marusya

Russian Qudrille

Hopak

I Met You

Birch Tree

At The Blacksmith's

Meadowlands

Russian Food song

As Don Cossack's

Beyond The Don River 

Russian Tongue Twisters 

The Snowstorm 

CD’s will be on sale during intermission and after the concert.
For further concert inquiries, please contact World Artists, 678 575-0379,  LynncMcConnell@gmail.com,  www.LynnMcConnell.com.

